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that day".37

LITERARY BACKGROUND:- As stated earlier, by One thou-
sand A.U. the Puranas, the RAMAYANA, the MAHABHARATA
had become a source of inspiration to revitalise the Sanatana
Dharma in South India. The very simplicity of their stories and
lucidity of language were their greatest assets, and Pouranikas be-
came the missionaries of the new age. With miraculous adaptability
scholars and poets of the day also started to take to the masses and
classes alike the vision and the hope of these Puranas and Epics
directly through the medium of both Samskrita and vernaculars.
Thus during this period the vernaculars continued to develop on
their own lines, no doubt, influenced and enriched by Samskrita..
Culture not only spread through Samskrita, but also percolated to
the masses through the medium of these growing native dialects.
Thus ^iTchfani (i.e.) vernacular poetry that fashioned itself on the
vocabulary and form of Samskrita literature had come into vogue
in various parts of South India.

As the common man and the vernaculars were gaining im-
portance in South India, Samskrita though enjoying all reverence
and respect came to be confined to scholarly circles in royal courts
and educational institutions of various religous orders. Transla-
tions and interpretations of the great epics were felt to be the need
of the day by the people at large and poets took to it. Gradually
original writing in Samskrita come to be starved of encourage-
ment. The motive for writing in Samskrita changed. Works in
Samskrita, were written mainly to staisfy the scholar and thus
many writers were compelled to exhibit their erudition instead
of lucid expression. Gradually Samskrita literature almost lost its
originality, vigour and inspiration.

While this was the general situation in the entire South In-
dia, a most powerful literary upsurge engulfed the Andhrade^a,
'6'ivakavulu' as they were popularly known in Telugu literature

37 KMMunshi in his introduction to MAHABHARATA Pub. by Bharatlya
Vidya Bhavan.